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amended at 35 Ill. Reg. 18366, effective October 18, 2011; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 12385, 114 
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 121 

SUBPART A:  STATE GRANTS 122 

 123 

Section 3035.100  System Area and Per Capita Grants  124 

 125 

Application for Annual Per Capita and Area Grants to the library systems shall be made to the 126 

State Librarian prior to July 1 of each year and shall consist of the following:  127 

 128 
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a) An annually updated plan of service.  The plan of service shall clearly indicate 129 

how the proposed expenditure of State funds in the ensuing fiscal year will be 130 

utilized for the provision of member services within the goals for Illinois Library 131 

systems.  132 

 133 

b) The estimated system budget for the ensuing fiscal year based on current year 134 

funding with a contingency plan for anticipated funding for the ensuing year.  135 

 136 

c) Either of the following: 137 

 138 

1) Certification that the library system has adopted the American Library 139 

Association's Library Bill of Rights that indicates material should not be 140 

proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval 141 

(American Library Association, 225 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 1300, 142 

Chicago IL 60601; https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill; 143 

the material incorporated by reference includes no later amendments or 144 

editions) [75 ILCS 10/3]; or 145 

 146 

2) A written policy, adopted by the library system's board of directors, that 147 

indicates the library system will protect the intellectual freedom of the 148 

library user and shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring 149 

that items are not withdrawn from its library collection merely because 150 

individuals or groups object to the material. 151 

 152 

d) Certification that for grants made under this Section on or after January 1, 2024, 153 

and upon request of the State Librarian, the library system agrees to provide the 154 

Illinois State Library with any final decision for the reconsideration of library 155 

materials during the term of the grant award. 156 

 157 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 158 

 159 

Section 3035.115  Public Library Per Capita and Equalization Aid Grants 160 

 161 

a) To be eligible for a per capita or an annual equalization grant, a public library 162 

shall show that it will either meet or show progress toward meeting Serving Our 163 

Public 4.0:  Standards for Illinois Public Libraries (current version2019) 164 

(produced by the Illinois Library Association, 560 W. Washington Boulevard 165 

#330, Chicago IL 6066133 West Grand Avenue, Suite 401, Chicago IL  60654-166 

6799). The material incorporated by reference includes no later amendments or 167 

editions. A grant applicant must raise or improve its performance levels in 168 

relation to the standards, when those levels are below the standards, according to 169 

objectives, time frames, and priorities the library shall state in its application for a 170 

grant, and that it shall also state are consistent with the terms of the plan of 171 

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
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service of the system of which it is a member.  (See Section 8.1(1) of the Illinois 172 

Library System Act [75 ILCS 10].) The applying library must be in good standing 173 

and meet the criteria of a "full member library" or a "developmental member 174 

library" as defined in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 3030.110.  Pursuant to 75 ILCS 10/3, the 175 

applying library must certify that it has adopted either the American Library 176 

Association's Library Bill of Rights that indicates materials should not be 177 

proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval or provide a 178 

written policy, adopted by the public library's board of trustees, that indicates the 179 

library will protect the intellectual freedom of the library user and shall prevent 180 

censorship of its library materials, ensuring that items are not withdrawn from its 181 

library collection merely because individuals or groups object to the material.  182 

The applicant library shall certify that for grants made under this Section on or 183 

after January 1, 2024, and upon request of the State Librarian, the library agrees 184 

to provide the Illinois State Library with any final decision for the reconsideration 185 

of library materials during the term of the grant award. 186 

 187 

b) Application for annual equalization grants and per capita grants to public 188 

libraries shall be made each year.  (Section 8 of the Act)  Whenever an applicant 189 

library reports any changes in the population count for the eligible service area 190 

population, then the applicant library mustshall submit with the grant application 191 

the appropriate supporting legal documentation for the population count change.  192 

The Illinois State Library willshall validate the eligible service area population of 193 

a public library using the latest census of the population of Illinois, or of a 194 

municipality or parts of a municipality, as prepared and submitted to the Secretary 195 

of State's Index Department by the federal government and certified by the 196 

Secretary of State in accordanceaccord with the application deadline date 197 

established by the Illinois State Library. 198 

 199 

c) For a public library to qualify for a per capita grant, it must be a member of a 200 

library system and not under suspension.  The application shall show that grant 201 

funds will be used to meet or make progress in meeting Illinois library standards 202 

cited in subsection (a).   203 

 204 

d) A public library that receives a per capita grant and or equalization aid and 205 

contracts for service with another public library must, within 30 days after receipt 206 

of the grant funds, remit the entire amount to the public library that provides the 207 

service. 208 

 209 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 210 

 211 

Section 3035.120  School District Library Grant Program  212 

 213 
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a) To be eligible for a School Library Grant, the applicant must be an Illinois public 214 

school district and a member in good standing of a regional multitype library 215 

system, or have made application for system membership 90 days beforeday prior 216 

to the grant application deadline and be approved for membership prior to the 217 

following January 15.  The applying public school district must certify pursuant to 218 

75 ILCS 10/3 that the public school district has adopted either the American 219 

Library Association's Library Bill of Rights that indicates materials should not be 220 

proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval or provide 221 

written procedures, currently in effect at the school district, that indicates its 222 

library or libraries will protect the intellectual freedom of the library user and 223 

shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring that items are not 224 

withdrawn from its library collection merely because individuals or groups object 225 

to the material.  The applicant public school district shall certify that for grants 226 

made under this Section on or after January 1, 2024, and upon request of the State 227 

with any final decision for the reconsideration of library materials during the term 228 

of the grant award. 229 

 230 

b) To qualify for a grant under this Part, a school library must meet the criteria in 231 

Section 8.4 of the Act.    232 

 233 

c) Application for School Library Grants shall be made each year.   234 

 235 

d) The applicant shall show that grant funds will be used to support the services of 236 

the district's school library media program.  The grant may not be used for the 237 

construction of a new library or for capital improvements to the existing library.   238 

 239 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 240 

 241 

Section 3035.125  Library Grants for Veterans' Homes  242 

 243 

a) Pursuant to Section 8.6 of the Act, this Section establishes the application 244 

procedures for veterans' home library grants. 245 

 246 

b) The application mustshall be submitted to the Illinois State Library in a manner 247 

prescribed by the State Librarian.  The applicant shall provide the information 248 

stipulated in Section 3035.135(d).  The application mustshall include:  249 

 250 

1) A statement on the proposed use of the grant for which application is 251 

being made that detailsshall show how grant funds will be used for library 252 

services to residents.  Grant funds are eligible to be used in support of 253 

library services and activities, including library staffing, materials, and 254 

equipment. 255 

 256 
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2) Pursuant to 75 ILCS 10/3, the applicant must certify that the applicant has 257 

adopted either the American Library Association's Library Bill of Rights 258 

that indicates materials should not be proscribed or removed because of 259 

partisan or doctrinal disapproval or provide a written policy that indicates 260 

the applicant will protect the intellectual freedom of the library user and 261 

shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring that items are not 262 

withdrawn from its library collection merely because individuals or groups 263 

object to the material.  The applicant shall certify that for grants made 264 

under this Section on or after January 1, 2024, and upon request of the 265 

State Librarian, the applicant agrees to provide the Illinois State Library 266 

with any final decision for the reconsideration of library materials during 267 

the term of the grant award. 268 

 269 

32) Other requirements established by the Illinois State Library. 270 

 271 

c) Illinois State Library staff will evaluate the applications, and the State Librarian 272 

will make final funding decisions.  273 

 274 

d) The application will be funded according to the amount of funding available 275 

based on demonstrated need.  Criteria will also include whether the plan of 276 

operation contains information about the project goals and objectives, the 277 

methods used to achieve these goals and objectives, and the involvement of staff 278 

in providing library service.  279 

 280 

e) In order for an application to be considered, the veterans' home must be providing 281 

library services to the residents at the time of application.  282 

 283 

f) In accordance with Section 3035.140(b), the applicant shall submit reports on the 284 

use of grant funds as required by the Illinois State Library 285 

 286 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 287 

 288 

Section 3035.130  Educate & Automate Automation/Technology Grants  289 

 290 

a) Competitive Grants  291 

 292 

1) Application for purchases of equipment and services that support library 293 

development and technological advancement (see Section 8.5 of the Act) 294 

in libraries shall be made prior to July 1.  Applicants shall use the forms 295 

prepared and made available by the State Librarian for this purpose.  296 

 297 

2) Criteria will include whether the project plan contains information about 298 

the project goals and objectives, the methods used to achieve these goals 299 
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and objectives, the number of people to be served, and whether the 300 

proposed budget is reasonable in view of the proposed goals.  301 

 302 

3) The applicant must certify, pursuant to 75 ILCS 10/3,  that the applicant 303 

has adopted either the American Library Association's Library Bill of 304 

Rights that indicates materials should not be proscribed or removed 305 

because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval or provide a written policy 306 

that indicates the applicant will protect the intellectual freedom of the 307 

library user and shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring 308 

that items are not withdrawn from its library collection because 309 

individuals or groups object to the material.  An individual school library 310 

or public school district applicant may provide written procedures, 311 

currently in effect at the school or school district, that indicate its library 312 

or libraries will protect the intellectual freedom of the library user and 313 

shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring that items are not 314 

withdrawn from its library collection merely because individuals or groups 315 

object to the material.  The applicant shall certify that for grants made 316 

under this Section on or after January 1, 2024, and upon request of the 317 

State Librarian, the applicant agrees to provide the Illinois State Library 318 

with any final decision for the reconsideration of library materials during 319 

the term of the grant award. 320 

 321 

43) The number of grants to be awarded is at the discretion of the State 322 

Librarian.  323 

 324 

54) Applicants must meet requirements designated by the State Library for 325 

public access to electronic information and technology.  326 

 327 

b) Direct expenditures by the State Librarian may be made to support library 328 

development and technological advancement in libraries (e.g., upgrading library 329 

catalogs and databases, webinar platforms, digitization of newspapers, online 330 

catalog for talking books for the blind) (see Section 8.5 of the Act).  331 

 332 

c) Funding awarded under subsections (a) and (b) may be used for any or all of the 333 

following purposes:  334 

 335 

1) Telecommunications costs for electronic networks for ILLINET libraries 336 

and library systems;  337 

 338 

2) Computer hardware and software for ILLINET libraries and library 339 

systems;  340 

 341 
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3) Access to electronic information by the general public through ILLINET 342 

libraries;  343 

 344 

4) Converting special collections and rare materials in ILLINET libraries into 345 

digital format, making them accessible by computer to students, 346 

researchers, and the general public;  347 

 348 

5) Library organizations are eligible for Educate & Automate 349 

Automation/Technology Grants for purposes stipulated in this subsection 350 

(c).  Library organizations must draw their membership from librarians or 351 

various types of libraries as defined in Section 3035.10. Their 352 

headquarters must be within the State of Illinois. Their mission must have 353 

the charge for promotion, provision, development, and improvement of 354 

libraries and library services, and be based in Illinois. 355 

 356 

d) The applicant shall submit reports, in accordance with Section 3035.140(b), on the 357 

use of grant funds as required by the Illinois State Library. 358 

 359 

e) Grants made under this Section are subject to the provisions of the Illinois Grant 360 

Funds Recovery Act [30 ILCS 705].  If a provision of this Subpart conflicts with a 361 

provision of the Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act, then the provision of the 362 

Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act controls. 363 

 364 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 365 

 366 

Section 3035.135  Requirements, Denial, and Revocation of Approval 367 

 368 

a) Libraries shall complete, on an annual basis, the certification process required for 369 

library system membership in order to apply for a grant under this Part.  370 

 371 

b) A grant applicantGrant applicants must demonstrate in itstheir grant applications 372 

that it hasthey have satisfactorily met all requirements and possessesthey possess 373 

the administrative capacity to perform the program, fiscal, and reporting functions 374 

stipulated in this Part. 375 

 376 

c) The Illinois State Library may deny a grant application if the requirements in this 377 

Part are not met, or are inadequately met. 378 

 379 

d) Grant applicants mustshall use the grant application format prepared and made 380 

available by the State Librarian for this purpose.  The applications are available at 381 

http://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/grants/home.html 382 

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/library/grants/home.html. The 383 

applicant shall provide: 384 
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 385 

1) Project Director 386 

 387 

2) Administrative Capacity 388 

 389 

3) Project Title 390 

 391 

4) Abstract 392 

 393 

5) Primary Purpose 394 

 395 

6) Project Description 396 

 397 

7) Target Audience and Need 398 

 399 

8) Project Schedule 400 

 401 

9) Outcomes, Evaluations, and Methods  402 

 403 

10) Detail and Explanation of Expenses  404 

 405 

e) Grant applications not submitted in the required format by the deadline date, or 406 

not completed, willshall not be considered for funding by the Illinois State 407 

Library. 408 

 409 

f) Any agency submitting a grant application not considered for funding by the 410 

Illinois State Library willshall be notified, explaining the reason for denial. 411 

 412 

g) The Illinois State Library willshall provide for hearings to reconsider decisions 413 

made in the administration of this Part, as provided for in Section 3035.150. 414 

 415 

h) Grants made under this Subpart are subject to the provisions of the Illinois Grant 416 

Funds Recovery Act [30 ILCS 705].  If a provision of this Subpart conflicts with a 417 

provision of the Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act, then the provision of the 418 

Illinois Grant Fund Recovery Act controls. 419 

 420 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 421 

 422 

Section 3035.140  Grants, Expenditures, and Audits 423 
 424 

a) The Illinois State Library staff shall review grant applications.  Additional 425 

qualified reviewers may be selected by the Director of the Illinois State Library as 426 

needed. If a grant reviewer has an application in competition or a conflict of 427 
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interest during a review cycle, that grant reviewer shall not serve on the related 428 

review committee during that cycle.  The decision of the State Librarian is final.  429 
 430 

b) The Illinois State Library will notify the submitting agency when the application 431 

is approved for contractual purposes.  As stipulated by the grant agreement, the 432 

following reports will be completed and transmitted to the Illinois State Library: 433 

 434 

1) Quarterly narrative and financial reports showing expenditures made from 435 

grant funds by line item. 436 

 437 

2) Final narrative and financial reports evaluating the degree to which the 438 

grantee achieved the goals and objectives of the project. 439 
 440 

c) Changes in the project budget of over 10 percent of the grant award shall have 441 

prior approval in writing from the Illinois State Library.  Recipients of the Public 442 

Library Per Capita and Equalization Aid Grants, the School Per Capita Grant, 443 

Live and Learn Construction Grant and Public Library Construction Grant shall 444 

follow the requirements in Sections 3035.115, 3035.120, 3035.450(b)(2)(H) and 445 

3035.540(h), respectively. 446 
 447 

d) Failure to spend funds in accordance with the application or approved amendment 448 

and the reporting procedures stipulated in this Part shall result in ineligibility for 449 

future grants for a period of one year.  450 
 451 

e) Pursuant to 75 ILCS 10/3, failure to maintain and abide by the American Library 452 

Association's Library Bill of Rights that indicates materials should not be 453 

proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval or the 454 

applicant's/grantee's written policy or procedure declaring the inherent authority 455 

of the applicant to include a prohibition of the practice of banning specific books 456 

or resources, will result in revocation of the grant award pursuant to the Grant 457 

Funds Recovery Act [30 ILCS 705]. 458 
 459 

fe) All State funded grantees receiving grants under Subparts A, B, D, E, F and G 460 

withat a combined cumulative total of $175,000 or more in theseSecretary of 461 

State grant awards in the same fiscal year shall submit an agencywideagency-462 

wide audit upon completion of the grant activity. 463 
 464 

1) All governmental unit audits shall comply with Government Auditing 465 

Standards (also known as "GAGAS" or the "Yellow Book") (2018 466 

Revision), published by the Comptroller General of the United States, 467 

Government Accountability Office, 441 G. Street, NW, Washington DC  468 

20548 (http://www.gao.gov/yellowbook).  No later amendments to these 469 

standards are incorporated in this Section. 470 
 471 
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2) All not-for-profit agency audits will comply with" Not-for-Profit Entities 472 

AICPA Audit and Accounting Guide: April 2017, published by the 473 

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, 1345 Avenue of the 474 

Americas, 27th Floor, New York NY  10105 (http://www.aicpa-475 

cimaaicpa.org).  No later amendments to these standards are incorporated 476 

in this Section. 477 
 478 

gf) The Illinois State Library may request additional information and data from any 479 

governmental unit, not-for-profit agency, public corporation, or other entity 480 

submitting a grant application. 481 

 482 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 483 

 484 

SUBPART D:  PUBLIC LIBRARYLIVE AND LEARN CONSTRUCTION GRANTS 485 

 486 

Section 3035.435  Grant Funding Limitations  487 

 488 

Fiscal limitations on library building construction grants under Section 8 of the Illinois Library 489 

System Act shall include the following:  490 

 491 

a) The public libraries in any one county shall not receive more than 50% of the 492 

funding in each application round unless there are insufficient applications from 493 

libraries in other counties to expend the entire appropriation.  Grants to library 494 

systems shall not be included in calculating this 50% limitation.  495 

 496 

b) The maximum grant for each library political unit shall be $125,000 per annual 497 

funding cycle, unless there are insufficient applications from other political units 498 

to expend the entire appropriation.  This subsection (b) shall not be used to award 499 

grants in excess of the maximum grants per project specified in subsection (c).  500 

 501 

c) The minimum grant awarded for mini-grants shall be $2,500.  The minimum grant 502 

awarded for projects other than mini-grants and remodeling for accessibility shall 503 

be $25,000.  The maximum grant awarded for mini-grants shall not exceed 504 

$35,000; the maximum grant awarded for remodeling for accessibility projects 505 

shall not exceed $50,000; and the maximum grant awarded for other projects shall 506 

not exceed $125,000. 507 

 508 

d) Priority will be given to a library that has not received any construction funding, 509 

whether under a library construction grant program or a specific appropriation 510 

from the Secretary of State, during the three prior State fiscal years, including the 511 

current State fiscal year.  512 

 513 

e) For projects of a unique nature or resulting from a disaster, the Secretary of State, 514 

on the advice of the Illinois State Library, may raise the ceiling, award less than 515 
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the minimum grant amount, make a special grant award, and/or allow for 516 

consecutive years of funding.  517 

 518 

f) Grant contracts awarded under this Part must be signed within 90 days after the 519 

grant award notification. 520 

 521 

g) A public library may only apply for either a Public LibraryLive and Learn 522 

Construction Grant or a Public Library Construction Act Grant in the same award 523 

year. 524 

 525 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 526 

 527 

Section 3035.450  Grant Application Procedure  528 

 529 

The following application procedures shall apply:  530 

 531 

a) The Illinois State Library shall issue application forms for library construction 532 

grants under this program.  533 

 534 

b) Applying libraries and library systems shall submit a signed, completed current 535 

library construction grant application, together with the following documents or 536 

written assurances, to be eligible for library construction grants. To be eligible for 537 

a Public Library ConstructionLive and Learn Grant, the applicant shall provide: 538 

 539 

1) Application Phase  540 

 541 

A) The assurances contained in this Section, as listed in the 542 

Construction Grant Application Form.  543 

 544 

B) A statement describing the necessity for the proposed project.  545 

 546 

C) A statement of plans to meet existing library standards of service, 547 

Serving Our Public 4.0:  Standards for Illinois Public Libraries 548 

(current version2019), incorporated by reference in Section 549 

3035.115.  This subsection (b)(1)(C) shall not apply to library 550 

systems.  551 

 552 

D) A description of the project's potential contribution to the 553 

improvement of library services within the library's area of service 554 

and in any other portions of the State.  555 

 556 

E) An affirmative statement that the applicant or its officers, directors, 557 

or managers do not have any conflicts of interest or apparent 558 



  JCAR233035-2313038r02 

 

 

conflicts of interest that may impair the fairness and impartiality of 559 

the grant process.  A conflict of interest may arise when an entity 560 

or person may benefit financially from a decision that could be 561 

made in that capacity, including indirect benefits such as to family 562 

members or businesses with which the person is closely associated. 563 

 564 

F) A facility plan.  For projects with a total cost of over $150,000, a 565 

library building consultant may work with the library in 566 

developing the facility plan.  The library board shall select a 567 

building consultant in accordance with the Illinois Local Library 568 

Act [75 ILCS 5/4-7] and the Illinois Library District Act [75 ILCS 569 

16/30-55.40].  570 

 571 

G) For projects with a total cost equal to or greater than $75,000, 572 

assurance that an architect or engineer licensed to practice in 573 

Illinois is being utilized. 574 

 575 

H) Project design, with a site plan, outline of specifications, and an 576 

estimated cost per square foot. 577 

 578 

I) A letter from the Historic Preservation Division of the Illinois 579 

Department of Natural Resources evidencing compliance with the 580 

Illinois State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act [20 581 

ILCS 3420].  582 

 583 

J) For new construction, additions, and projects involving evacuation 584 

of soil:  585 

 586 

i) Documentation stating whether the project site is located in 587 

a Special Flood Hazard Area found at the Illinois State 588 

Water Survey's Illinois Floodplain Map website 589 

(http://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/).  If the project site is 590 

located in a Special Flood Hazard Area, the applicant shall 591 

submit an assurance letter from the Office of Water 592 

Resources of the Department of Natural Resources stating 593 

that the project meets the requirements of Executive Order 594 

2006-5 regarding flood damages.  595 

 596 

ii) A subsurface soil analysis by a soils engineer.  597 

 598 

iii) A site assessment by a licensed environmental/hazardous 599 

materials consultant to determine the existence of asbestos, 600 

lead paint, or any toxic substance.  This assurance does not 601 
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apply to new buildings unless demolition of existing 602 

buildings (other than residences) has occurred or is 603 

necessary.  604 

 605 

K) Assurance that the real estate affected by the proposed construction 606 

is available to the library or library system, as is the legal 607 

description of the affected real estate.  A deed of ownership or 608 

proof of long-term occupancy (20-year minimum) shall be 609 

provided, except for mini grantsmini-grants.  The applicant shall 610 

provide assurance that the building will remain in use as a public 611 

library or library system facility for not less than 20 years after its 612 

construction unless other use is approved by the Director of the 613 

Illinois State Library.  614 

 615 

L) Other funds designated for construction that are immediately 616 

available to the library upon application.  Funds may include a 617 

mortgage commitment letter from a financial institution licensed 618 

by a state or the federal government.  Assurances from the 619 

applicant that a referendum is pending or various fundraising 620 

activities will be undertaken in the future, with the amount to be 621 

raised remaining uncertain, shall not be counted as part of the local 622 

matching funds for the purposes of Section 3035.400.  623 

 624 

2) Construction Phase  625 

 626 

A) An assurance that the grantee library will expend 100% of 627 

Secretary of State library construction grant funds within 12 628 

months after the execution of the grant agreement.  If the grantee 629 

fails to submit a final report, or an audit, if applicable, within 24 630 

months after the execution of the contract, the grant shall be 631 

forfeited unless an extension is granted by the Director of the 632 

Illinois State Library. 633 

 634 

B) An assurance that the construction work will be performed under 635 

the lump sum (fixed price) contract method.  636 

 637 

C) An assurance that the library will publicly announce all 638 

requirements for architectural, engineering, and land surveying 639 

services and procure these services on the basis of demonstrated 640 

competence and qualifications and negotiate contracts at fair and 641 

reasonable prices, in accordance with the Illinois Local Library Act 642 

[75 ILCS 5/5-5] and the Illinois Library District Act [75 ILCS 643 

16/40-45].  644 



  JCAR233035-2313038r02 

 

 

 645 

D) Architectural, engineering, and land surveying contracts made in 646 

accordance with the Local Government Professional Services 647 

Selection Act [50 ILCS 510].  648 

 649 

E) An assurance that adequate methods of obtaining competitive 650 

bidding will be employed prior to awarding the construction 651 

contract by public advertising in a newspaper of general circulation 652 

in the area, and the award of the contract will be made to the 653 

responsible bidder submitting the lowest acceptable bid, in 654 

accordance with the Illinois Local Library Act and the Illinois 655 

Library District Act.  A copy of the advertisement, with 656 

verification of the date of publication and name of the newspaper, 657 

shall be submitted to the Illinois State Library within 10 days after 658 

publication. 659 

 660 

F) No person or business shall bid, offer, make a submission, or enter 661 

into a contract with the grantee if the person or business assisted 662 

the grantee or any agent or employee of the grantee, who by the 663 

nature of the agent or employee'sempoyee's duties has the authority 664 

to participate personally or substantially in the contract 665 

specifications, requests for bids or proposals, or otherwise by 666 

reviewing, drafting, directing, or preparing any invitation for bids, 667 

a request for proposal, or request for information or provided 668 

similar assistance except as part of a publicly issued opportunity to 669 

review drafts of all or part of these documents.  This subsection 670 

does not prohibit a person or business from submitting a bid or 671 

offer or entering into a contract if the person or business:  672 

 673 

i) initiates a communication with an employee to provide 674 

general information about products, services, or industry 675 

best practices;  676 

 677 

ii) responds to a communication initiated by an employee of 678 

the libraryLibrary for the purposes of providing 679 

information to evaluate new products, trends, services, or 680 

technologies; or  681 

 682 

iii) asks for clarification regarding a solicitation, so long as 683 

there is no competitive advantage to the person or business 684 

and the question and answer, if material, are publicly 685 

posted and made available to other bidders or offerors as an 686 

addendum to the solicitation. 687 
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 688 

G) When, for any reason, any vendor, bidder, offeror, potential 689 

contractor, contractor, or other person suspects collusion or other 690 

anti-competitive practice among any bidders, offerors, potential 691 

contractors, contractors, or employees of the State, that person 692 

shall transmit a notice of the relevant facts to the State Librarian. 693 

 694 

H) An assurance that all laborers and mechanics employed by the 695 

contractor or subcontractors on all construction projects will be 696 

paid wages at rates not less than those prevailing on similar 697 

construction in the locality, as determined by the Illinois 698 

Department of Labor in accordance with the Prevailing Wage Act 699 

[820 ILCS 130].  700 

 701 

I) An assurance that a copy of the building permit will be supplied to 702 

the Illinois State Library prior to the actual construction and that 703 

the permit will be posted in a prominent place on the construction 704 

site.  705 

 706 

J) An assurance that any change in the Plans and Specifications 707 

requiring a work change order will be submitted to the Illinois 708 

State Library.  All change orders shall be subject to the Illinois 709 

Public Works Contract Change Order Act [50 ILCS 525].  The 710 

Illinois State Library shall be notified of and approve or deny any 711 

change orders of $20,000 or more and the modification of any 712 

public areas of the grantee library from the proposed original plans 713 

of the approved grant application.  The change order will be 714 

accompanied by a letter stating that there is no adverse impact on 715 

library services.  Change orders do not affect the grant award 716 

amount.  717 

 718 

K) An assurance that contractors and subcontractors will comply with: 719 

 720 

i) all applicable provisions of the Illinois Human Rights Act 721 

[775 ILCS 5];  722 

 723 

ii) all federal and State laws, rules, and regulations that 724 

prohibit discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, 725 

marital status, national origin, ancestry, age, order of 726 

protection status, military status, sexual orientation, 727 

pregnancy, unfavorable discharge from military service, 728 

and physical or mental disability; and 729 

 730 
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iii) the conflict-of-interestconflict of interest provisions 731 

specified in the Illinois Procurement Code [30 ILCS 500]. 732 

 733 

L) Construction contracts signed by both the library board (or library 734 

system board) and contractors that are, or are comparable to, the 735 

Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner & Contractor A101-736 

2017, published by the American Institute of Architects, 1735 New 737 

York Ave., NW, Washington DC  20006-5292 738 

(http://www.aia.org).  No later amendments to this form are 739 

incorporated in this Section.  Contracts are to be submitted to the 740 

Illinois State Library prior to the start of construction; also, all 741 

subcontractors are to perform work in accordance with the 742 

conditions and standards contained in the contracts signed by the 743 

board and the Illinois State Library.  The Illinois State Library 744 

shall have the right to disapprove any contracts between the library 745 

board or library system board and contractors if:  746 

 747 

i) The bidding procedure outlined in subsection (b)(2)(E) was 748 

not followed.  749 

 750 

ii) The conditions and standards specified in the contract 751 

between the Illinois State Library and the library board are 752 

not incorporated into the contracts between the library 753 

board or library system board and the contractors.  754 

 755 

iii) The requirements in subsection (b)(2)(K) were not 756 

followed. 757 

 758 

M) An assurance that a sign will be displayed on the construction site 759 

stating that State funds administered by the State Librarian are 760 

being used for the construction and that a plaque will be placed in 761 

the completed building stating that State funds administered by the 762 

State Librarian were used for the project.  763 

 764 

N) An assurance that construction will not begin until a contract is 765 

executed with the State Librarian.  766 

 767 

O) An assurance that construction will commence within 140 days 768 

after the effective date of the grant contract.  769 

 770 

P) An assurance that any agent authorized by the Illinois State 771 

Library, upon presentation of credentials and in accordance with 772 

the constitutional limitation on administrative searches, will have 773 
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full access to, and the right to examine, any records, books, papers, 774 

or documents of the grantee involving transactions related to the 775 

grant.  776 

 777 

Q) An assurance that the following reports and records will be 778 

completed and transmitted to the Illinois State Library:  quarterly 779 

narrative and financial reports; notification within 15 days after 780 

completion of the project; a close-out report that is a final financial 781 

and narrative report within 24 months after the execution of the 782 

contract, unless an extension is granted by the Director of the 783 

Illinois State Library; and other reports and documents, such as 784 

prevailing wage rates and receipts to verify vouchers, as 785 

reasonably may be required by the State Library.  The final 786 

financial report shall be signed by the president of the library's 787 

board of directors. 788 

 789 

i) Financial reports shall show:  the amount of authorized 790 

State and local funds; interest earned on grant funds; 791 

expenditures made from grant funds and from interest 792 

earned on grant funds; obligated funds, by amount of line 793 

item remaining compared to the original budget.  794 

 795 

ii) Narrative reports shall state:  the progress of the project; 796 

accomplishments to date; problems encountered; objectives 797 

met and unmet; changes implemented; and the percentage 798 

of completion of the project to date.  799 

 800 

iii) The final narrative report shall evaluate the degree to which 801 

the grantee achieved the goals and objectives of the project.  802 

The final narrative report shall include a project audit 803 

according to Section 3035.140(e).  804 

 805 

iv) For a project that requires an architect or engineer, the 806 

architect or engineer shall certify to the Illinois State 807 

Library when the project reaches the 50% and 100% stage 808 

of completion.  809 

 810 

R) An assurance that, when construction is complete, sufficient funds 811 

will be available for effective operation and maintenance of the 812 

facilities, in accordance with applicable federal, State, and local 813 

requirements.  814 

 815 
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S) An assurance that any interest earned on the grant funds will be 816 

expended, without limitation or exception, exclusively on the 817 

subject construction project.  818 

 819 

c) Some of the documentation and written assurances may be waived in the 820 

application, upon approval of the Illinois State Library, except that subsections 821 

(b)(2)(F), (b)(2)(G) and (b)(2)(K) will not be waived.  822 

 823 

d) Applications will be considered in accordance with Section 3035.420(c).  824 

 825 

e) Grant applications are subject to the conditions stipulated in Section 3035.135. 826 

 827 

f) Grant monies awarded are based on the amount specified in the original budget in 828 

the grant application; grant awards will not be increased because of subsequent 829 

increases in project costs. 830 

 831 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 832 

 833 

Section 3035.460  Requirements and Conditions of Grant Funds  834 

 835 

a) Building Construction Plans  836 

 837 

1) Library buildings are to be planned for 20-year20 year population 838 

projection (for new construction, conversions, and additions to buildings).  839 

 840 

2) A library building consultant may work with the library in developing and 841 

implementing the public library facilities plan. The library board shall 842 

select a building consultant in accordance with the Illinois Local Library 843 

Act [75 ILCS 5/4-7] and the Illinois Library District Act [75 ILCS 16/30-844 

55.40]. 845 

 846 

3) An architect and/or engineer licensed to practice in Illinois shall be 847 

retained by the grantee throughout the design and construction if the total 848 

cost of the project is equal to or greater than $75,000.  849 

 850 

4) The library must meet the eligibility criteria to qualify for per capita grants 851 

provided in Section 8.1 of the Illinois Library System Act [75 ILCS 10], 852 

and must have submitted applications for, and have been awarded, those 853 

grants for three previous fiscal years.  This subsection (a)(4) shall not 854 

apply to library systems.  855 

 856 

5) The library or library system facility shall provide access for persons with 857 

disabilities as required in the Illinois Capital Development Board's Illinois 858 



  JCAR233035-2313038r02 

 

 

Accessibility Code (71 Ill. Adm. Code 400) and shall display the symbol 859 

of accessibility.  860 

 861 

b) No grant shall be awarded to any public library or regional library system unless 862 

the building and the property areis owned fee simple by the municipality, library 863 

district, or library system, as applicable, or proof of long-termlong term (20-year) 864 

occupancy exists.  The State Librarian may grant an exception for any property or 865 

building owned in fee simple by a non-profit community organization that is 866 

incorporated in Illinois, has federal Internal Revenue Service 501(c)(3) status, and 867 

has a charter specifying that the ownership of the property or building shall revert 868 

to the public library upon the dissolution of the organization.  No such exception 869 

shall be granted for a regional library system.  870 

 871 

c) A letter of certification from the project architect or engineer, stating that the 872 

drawings represent the project as presented with the grant application, must be 873 

submitted to the Illinois State Library for approval prior to going out to bid.  874 

 875 

d) All contracts for library construction shall be awarded to the lowest, qualified 876 

bidder on the basis of open competitive bidding; however, if one or more items of 877 

construction are covered by an established alternative procedure used by a unit of 878 

local government and approved by the Illinois State Library as designed to assure 879 

construction in an economical manner consistent with sound business practices, 880 

the alternative procedure may be followed, to the extent consistent with State 881 

statutes and local ordinances.  882 

 883 

e) The library board shall establish and maintain records and accounts as will permit 884 

accurate and expeditious audits at any time before, during, and after completion of 885 

construction.  The records shall be retained for not less than the time provided for 886 

by the Local Records Act [50 ILCS 205].  887 

 888 

f) The library board shall comply with all applicable provisions in local bidding 889 

ordinances. 890 

 891 

g) The applicant must certify that the applicant has adopted either the American 892 

Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights that indicates materials should not be 893 

proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval, or provide a 894 

written policy, adopted by the applicant’s board of trustees or its board of 895 

directors, that indicates the applicant will protect the intellectual freedom of the 896 

library user and shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring that 897 

items are not withdrawn from its library collection merely because individuals or 898 

groups object to the material. 899 

 900 
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h) The applicant must certify that for grants made under this Section on or after 901 

January 1, 2024, and upon request of the State Librarian the applicant agrees to 902 

provide the Illinois State Library with any final decision for the reconsideration of 903 

library materials during the terms of the grant award. 904 

 905 

ig) The library must permit statewide reciprocal borrowing.  906 

 907 

jh) Grants made under this Section are subject to the provisions of the Illinois Grant 908 

Funds Recovery Act [30 ILCS 705].  If a provision of this Subpart conflicts with a 909 

provision of the Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act, then the provision of the 910 

Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act controls.  911 

 912 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 913 

 914 

SUBPART E:  PUBLIC LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION ACT GRANTS 915 

 916 

Section 3035.520  Grant Applications 917 

 918 

a) For projects with a total cost equal to or greater than $75,000, an architect or 919 

engineer licensed to practice in Illinois is required. The selection of an architect-920 

engineer shall be in accordance with the Local Government Professional Services 921 

Selection Act [50 ILCS 510]. Public libraries are allowed to choose the architect 922 

and engineer for their public library construction projects. No project may be 923 

disapproved by the State Librarian solely due to a public library's selection of an 924 

architect or engineer as stipulated in this subsection. 925 

 926 

b) To qualify for and be eligible for a Public Library Construction Actpublic library 927 

construction grant, public libraries shall apply to the State Librarian for public 928 

library construction project grants on the forms prepared and made available for 929 

this purpose. The grant application mustshall include these components: 930 

 931 

1) A service plan statement of no more than two pages that states: 932 

 933 

A) How the project addresses one or more ofto the five levels of 934 

priority described in Section 15-30 of the Act.  935 

 936 

B) The necessity for the proposed project.  937 

 938 

C) Plans to meet Serving Our Public 4.0:  Standards for Illinois Public 939 

Libraries (current version2019), incorporated by reference in 940 

Section 3035.115(a).  941 

 942 
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D) A description of the project's potential contribution to the 943 

improvement of library services within the library's area of service 944 

and in any other portions of the State.  945 

 946 

E) An affirmative statement that the applicant and its employees do 947 

not have any conflicts of interest or apparent conflicts of interest 948 

that may impair the fairness and impartiality of the grant process. 949 

 950 

F) Pursuant to 75 ILCS 10/3, the applicant must certify that it has 951 

adopted either the American Library Association's Library Bill of 952 

Rights that indicates materials should not be proscribed or 953 

removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval or provide a 954 

written policy, adopted by the library's board of trustees, that 955 

indicates the applicant will protect the intellectual freedom of the 956 

library user and shall prevent censorship of its library materials, 957 

ensuring that items are not withdrawn from its library collection 958 

merely because individuals or groups object to the material.  The 959 

applicant shall certify that for grants made under this Section on or 960 

after January 1, 2024, and upon request of the State Librarian, the 961 

library agrees to provide the Illinois State Library with any final 962 

decision for the reconsideration of library materials during the term 963 

of the grant award. 964 

 965 

2) A public library facilities plan with the following components:  966 

 967 

A) An examination of the present and future public library facility 968 

needs of present and anticipated public library programming. 969 

Library buildings are to be planned for 20-year20 year population 970 

projection (for new construction, conversions, and additions to 971 

buildings).  972 

 973 

B) A site analysis, space needs assessment, and project design. 974 

 975 

C) How the library facility will provide access for the physically 976 

disabled, as required in the Illinois Capital Development Board's 977 

Illinois Accessibility Code (71 Ill. Adm. Code 400), and shall 978 

display the symbol of accessibility.  979 

 980 

3) Supporting Documentation 981 

 982 

A) A letter from the Illinois Historic Preservation Office evidencing 983 

compliance with the Illinois State Agency Historic Resources 984 

Preservation Act [20 ILCS 3420].  985 
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 986 

B) For new construction, additions, and projects involving evacuation 987 

of soil:  988 

 989 

i) Documentation stating whether the project site is located in 990 

a Special Flood Hazard Area (found at the Illinois State 991 

Water Survey's Illinois Floodplain Map website, 992 

http://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/). If the project site is 993 

located in a Special Flood Hazard Area, the applicant shall 994 

submit an assurance letter from the Office of Water 995 

Resources of the Department of Natural Resources stating 996 

that the project meets the requirements of Executive Order 997 

2006-5 regarding flood damages. 998 

 999 

ii) A subsurface soil analysis by a soils engineer and 1000 

environmental site assessment, if applicable.  1001 

 1002 

iii) A site assessment by a licensed environmental/hazardous 1003 

materials consultant to determine the existence of asbestos 1004 

and/or lead paint. This assurance does not apply to new 1005 

buildings unless demolition of existing buildings (other 1006 

than residences) is necessary.  1007 

 1008 

C) Documentation that a deed of ownership or proof of long-term 1009 

occupancy (20-year minimum) is or will be available to the public 1010 

library. The deed or lease agreement shall include a legal 1011 

description of the affected real estate. The building must remain in 1012 

use as a public library facility for not less than 20 years after its 1013 

construction unless other use is approved by the State Librarian.  1014 

 1015 

D) Funding sources and cost estimates, including the availability of 1016 

local financial resources, current revenues, fund balances, and 1017 

unused bonding capacity, and a fiscal plan for meeting present and 1018 

anticipated debt service obligations. 1019 

 1020 

E) A timeline of major events, including dates of the letting of bids, 1021 

groundbreaking, substantial completion, occupancy, and 1022 

dedication. 1023 

 1024 

F) A maintenance plan and schedule that contains necessary 1025 

assurances that new, renovated, and existing facilities are being or 1026 

will be properly maintained.  1027 

 1028 
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c) Each public library that is determined to be eligible shall annually update its 1029 

public library facilities plan and submit the revised plan to the State Librarian for 1030 

approval. 1031 

 1032 

d) Eligible libraries are qualified for a library construction project grant, but are not 1033 

guaranteed receipt of a grant. 1034 

 1035 

e) Grant applications are subject to the conditions stipulated in Section 3035.140. 1036 

 1037 

f) In Fiscal Year 2013 and in subsequent fiscal years, grant applications are due on 1038 

April 15 prior to the fiscal year in which a grant award will be made. In the case 1039 

of a disaster described in Section 3035.525(a)(1), a library may submit an 1040 

application for a Public Library Construction Act grant at any time.  1041 

 1042 

g) In all projects in which the acquisition of property is pending as permitted in 1043 

Section 3035.565(c), supporting documentation related to the project site shall be 1044 

provided before a grant award is made. 1045 

 1046 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 1047 

 1048 

SUBPART F:  TALKING BOOK AND BRAILLE SERVICE (TBBS) 1049 

 1050 

Section 3035.640  Application for Grant  1051 

 1052 

a) The geographic boundaries of a TBC, AOC, and MSLA shall be those boundaries 1053 

approved by the State Librarian.  In setting TBC, AOC, and MSLA boundaries, 1054 

the State Librarian shall place primary importance on the statewide implication of 1055 

resource sharing, the efficient use of public funds, the impact on affected eligible 1056 

patrons, and the impact on services provided by the affected TBC, AOC, and 1057 

MSLA. 1058 

 1059 

b) To qualify for an annual grant as a TBC, AOC, or MSLA, the applicant entity 1060 

shall be jointly designated by the Illinois State Library and the Library of 1061 

Congress National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped to 1062 

serve as a TBC, AOC, or MSLA.  An annual contract with the State Library shall 1063 

be executed that specifies the objectives and budget for the service. The 1064 

applicants shall provide the information stipulated in Section 3035.135(d). The 1065 

application shall also contain: 1066 

 1067 

1) A statement on the proposed use of the grant for which application is 1068 

being made that shall detailshow how grant funds will be used to expand 1069 

TBC, AOC, and MSLA services to eligible patrons.  Grant funds may be 1070 

used for staff, materials, equipment, and services. 1071 
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 1072 

2) A report on the use of the previous year's grant, if a grant was received, 1073 

that shall detailshow how the grant was used and an evaluation detailing 1074 

the impact of the program. 1075 

 1076 

3) A certification stating that: 1077 

 1078 

A) the grant funds will be kept in a separate account; 1079 

 1080 

B) local funding for library service will not diminish as a result of the 1081 

program; 1082 

 1083 

C) the library shall submit reports, in accordance with Section 1084 

3035.140(b), on the use of grant funds as required by the Illinois 1085 

State Library.  The applicant must certify pursuant to 75 ILCS 10/3 1086 

that the applicant has adopted either the American Library 1087 

Association's Library Bill of Rights that indicates materials should 1088 

not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal 1089 

disapproval or provide a written policy that indicates the applicant 1090 

will protect the intellectual freedom of the library user and shall 1091 

prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring that items are 1092 

not withdrawn from its library collection merely because 1093 

individuals or groups object to the material.  The applicant shall 1094 

certify that for grants made under this Section on or after January 1095 

1, 2024, and upon request of the State Librarian, the applicant 1096 

agrees to provide the Illinois State Library with any final decision 1097 

for the reconsideration of library materials during the term of the 1098 

grant award. 1099 

 1100 

c) Funds allocated for statewide services under this program are awarded in the form 1101 

of grants to units of government that are exempt from the Illinois Procurement 1102 

Code. 1103 

 1104 

d) The State Library will maintain an updated list of TBCs, AOCs, and MSLAs on 1105 

its websiteWeb site. 1106 

 1107 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 1108 

 1109 

SUBPART G:  LIBRARY SERVICES AND TECHNOLOGY ACT GRANTS (LSTA) 1110 

 1111 

Section 3035.730  Grant Application and Awards 1112 

 1113 
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a) Applications shall be submitted to the Illinois State Library in a manner 1114 

prescribed by the State Librarian. Applicants shall provide the information 1115 

stipulated in Section 3035.135(d).  1116 

 1117 

b) The Illinois State Library shall award grants subject to the conditions stipulated in 1118 

Sections 3035.135 and 3035.140, 2 CFR 215 (2004) and 2 CFR 200 (current 1119 

version2014).  1120 

 1121 

c) Awards shall be made on or after July 1 of every year for the fiscal year then 1122 

commencing.  1123 

 1124 

d) The grant period shall be contained within the fiscal year in which the grant is 1125 

awarded, unless otherwise specified in the grant agreement, but in no event shall 1126 

the grant period continue for more than 3 years. 1127 

 1128 

e) The applicant must certify pursuant to 75 ILCS 10/3 that the applicant has 1129 

adopted either the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights that 1130 

indicates materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or 1131 

doctrinal disapproval or provide a written policy that indicates the applicant will 1132 

protect the intellectual freedom of the library user and shall prevent censorship of 1133 

its library materials, ensuring that items are not withdrawn from its library 1134 

collection merely because individuals or groups object to the material.  Pursuant 1135 

to 75 ILCS 10/3, an individual school library or public school district applicant 1136 

may provide written procedures, currently in effect at the school or school district, 1137 

that indicates its library or libraries will protect the intellectual freedom of the 1138 

library user and shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring that 1139 

items are not withdrawn from its library collection merely because individuals or 1140 

groups object to the material. The applicant shall certify that for grants made 1141 

under this Section on or after January 1, 2024, and upon request of the State 1142 

Librarian, the applicant agrees to provide the Illinois State Library with any final 1143 

decision for the reconsideration of library materials during the term of the grant 1144 

award. 1145 

 1146 

fe) The applicant shall submit reports, in accordance with Section 3035.140(b), on 1147 

the use of grant funds as required by the Illinois State Library. 1148 

 1149 

gf) Obligations of the Illinois State Library to fund this grant program will cease 1150 

immediately without penalty or further payment being required if the Institute of 1151 

Museum and Library Services or the United States Congress fails to appropriate 1152 

or otherwise make available sufficient funds. Award notification will be released 1153 

upon legislative and gubernatorial approval of an appropriation.   1154 

 1155 

(Source:  Amended at 47 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 1156 


